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Kenzaburo Oe
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Nobel Prize winning Japanese author, Kenzaburo Oe, is one of Japan’s
greatest writers. Oe was born in a small village on the island of Shikoku in 1935.
The young boy loved playing in the large forest which grew around his village. His
grandmother, who would tell him stories and myths from the area, and his mother,
who introduced him to western books, both made a strong impression on him and
would influence his own writing as he grew older.

At the age of eighteen, Oe made his first long train trip to Tokyo, and in the
following year started studying at Tokyo University. Of the many books written
by Oe, two became especially popular overseas: “Hiroshima Notes” and “A
Personal Matter”. “Hiroshima Notes” was about survivors of the atomic bombing
and was strongly linked to Oe’s anti-war belief. “A Personal Matter” was related
to the birth of Oe’s first child, Hikari. Hikari was disabled but through the love
of his parents grew to be a music composer that is famous all over Japan.

Kenzaburo Oe was awarded the Nobel Prize in 1994. Throughout Oe’s life he
wrote about the joy and sorrow the regular people face every day. Oe also faced
these things in his personal life, and this made his writing exciting and easily
understood. Oe once said, “I am writing about the dignity of humans”, and

through his many books has shown us how the world can be a better place.
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Immigration has been a part of human culture for a long time. The reasons
for moving are many, but it is usually to improve people’s lives. When people
move to new places, they often find better jobs and more money. This helps them
support their families and achieve their dreams.

It is not just good for individuals. Countries also benefit from immigration.
Skilled workers bring new ideas and skills. They help industries grow and make
new inventions. Doctors, engineers, and scientists who move to a new country
can improve healthcare, build new things, and come up with new ideas.

Immigration also helps countries with older populations. When there are
more older people than younger ones, it can be hard to take care of everyone.
Immigrants can help by working and taking care of older people. This makes the
economy stronger and helps everyone live better lives.

Culturally, immigration makes our communities richer. People from
different places bring their traditions, languages, and ideas. This makes our
society more interesting and helps us learn from each other. It's like a big mix
of cultures that brings new foods, arts, and ways of thinking.

Immigration is good for everyone. By welcoming people from other places
and helping them fit in, we make our communities stronger. Let's appreciate
and celebrate the positive points of immigrants—they make our world a better

place for all of us.



The Hare and the Tortoise
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The Hare was making fun of the Tortoise one day for being so slow.

"How do you ever get anywhere?" he asked with a laugh. “You are so slow!”

"I do just fine," replied the Tortoise, "and I can get there sooner than you think. Let’s have
a race and I will show you."

The Hare thought the idea of running a race with the Tortoise was very funny, but he agreed.
So, the Fox, who had been asked to act as judge, marked the distance and started the runners
off. “Ready, set, GO!” he shouted.

The Hare took off and was soon far out of sight. The Tortoise, seeming not to have a care in
the world, slowly walked after him. After a while, to make the Tortoise feel silly about trying
to race him, the Hare decided to lay down beside the course to take a nap until the Tortoise
could catch up.

The Tortoise meanwhile kept going slowly but steadily, and, after a time, quietly passed the
place where the Hare was sleeping. The Hare slept on very peacefully until the Tortoise was
near the finish line. The Hare woke suddenly and ran as fast as he could, but he could not
overtake the Tortoise in time. The Tortoise won!

This should be a lesson to us all: the race is not always won by the fastest.
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